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Volunteer Newsletter - September 2008 Update
& 2009 Projects

Since summer 2007, Network for Africa has coordinated two successful volunteer teaching and training programmes in Rwanda, working on projects initiated by our local Rwandan partners. With the help of our volunteers over the last two years we have made dramatic and sustainable progress in our health and education projects and achieved more than we could have imagined! 

At Network for Africa we know that we are nothing without our dedicated, innovative and enthusiastic volunteers.  Volunteering in Rwanda is an incredibly rewarding experience, which enables volunteers to pass on their own skills to Rwandans whilst equipping themselves with a wealth of professional and life skills and experiencing an interesting and wonderful culture. 

You will find below updated information about our projects, volunteer opportunities and the application process.  

Please read the newsletter carefully and contact Sophie McCann (sophie@network4africa.org) with any questions that are not already covered by the below information.  In particular, note the section, “Further obligations”; it includes information such as the dates that volunteers are required to be in Rwanda for the summer. 

2009 Projects
During August 2008, N4A volunteers based in Kigali ran successful English literacy classes in the Learning Centre we created in 2007 with our Rwandan partners, Solace Ministries.  We also began teaching English literacy to three other groups in Kigali who requested English classes.  The students we taught varied in ability, ranging from very beginner to ‘gifted and talented’.

We will be repeating these literacy courses in the summer of 2009. 
Using the expertise of an American businessman, Dick Lamb, we ran an intensive course teaching business and enterprise skills to the Learning Centre students, which was a great success.  We plan to run refresher courses next year, and replicate this course elsewhere in Kigali and surrounding areas in 2009. 

The N4A Learning Centre (LC) based in Kigali runs all year round and has a full time teacher called Moses. If you intend to visit Rwanda in 2009, but cannot join our team during the summer, you can volunteer at the LC, where you may be used for teaching English and ICT.

Volunteer Opportunities
Teachers
In order to teach, having teaching qualifications and experience is necessary. If you are not a professional teacher we suggest you gain experience by teaching as a volunteer where you live and completing a Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) or Teaching English as a Second Language (TESL) course.  Use the internet to find more information about TEFL/TESL courses in your area. 
Businesspersons/ university students studying business

In addition to teachers, volunteers with business training are needed for the business and enterprise project. 

Teaching assistants

Volunteers with no teaching or business training may qualify as teaching assistants.

We are also recruiting for other positions within our volunteer programme:

Social Workers

Health instructors – qualified in nutritional health; sexual and reproductive health;  

Administrators/NGO assistants – to provide services for partners on the ground i.e. writing grant proposals, helping to organise files, creating marketing materials for partners 

Handicraft instructors

Nurses

Doctors
If you are unsure where you fit in, contact Sophie.

Volunteer Application Process
N4A enforces requirements for all volunteers wishing to participate in our Rwanda projects, in order to ensure that the goals of each project have the best chance of being achieved and that the well-being of all participants is considered.

Volunteer requirements include but are not limited to demonstrations of the following:

· Competency of the English language in spoken and written form.
· Ability to engage in interpersonal exchanges and conversations. 

· Initiative, flexibility and independent thought necessary to cope with cultural differences and schedule and plan changes that arise due to operating in a different culture.
· Knowledge of and/or willingness to acquire knowledge of the recent history and culture of Rwanda, in particular the 1994 genocide, and a sensitivity to the lingering consequences of the genocide in Rwanda.

· To ensure that these requirements are met by every volunteer, N4A has a formal application process for our projects.
Application Phase One
· Read Philip Gourevitch’s book, We wish to inform you that tomorrow we will be killed with our families.  Write a 1000 word essay answering the question, “What were the causes of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda?”

· Write a 500 word statement of interest describing why you want to volunteer in Rwanda and how your skills and talents can be applied to volunteering in Rwanda with N4A.

· Include a copy of your CV/resume
Please submit these to Sophie.  

Application Phase Two
Applicants will be notified as whether they successfully passed the first phase.  Successful applicants will be invited for an interview, either in person or over the phone.

Successfully completing the interview is the final step of applying to be an N4A volunteer.  Applicants will be notified of their results and will then be asked to make a final decision as to their commitment to volunteering in the summer. 
Once a commitment is made we ask our volunteers to pay Network for Africa a deposit of £50 or $100. 

N4A offers full planning support to its volunteers when preparing for the projects in which they will be involved.  We also ask our volunteers to bring innovation, creativity and flexibility to our projects and our partners in Rwanda. N4A offers a challenging and realistic experience of development in East Africa.
· Further obligations

Preparation

In addition to Gourevitch’s book, other materials should be used in order to prepare for your volunteering experience in Rwanda. It is insulting to Rwandans to arrive in their country with only a sketchy knowledge of their history, society and the current situation. 

Recommended books include: 

Romeo Dallaire: Shake Hands with the Devil
Linda Melvern: A People Betrayed. The Role of the West in Rwanda’s Genocide

Conspiracy to Murder. The Rwandan Genocide                                             Jean Hatzfeld: Machete Season: The Killers in Rwanda Speak
Films 

Hotel Rwanda

Shooting Dogs

Sometimes in April 
Time commitment
For 2009 summer volunteers, a time commitment of either two or four weeks is required.  

Volunteers can choose to participate during the following dates:

August 1-15, 

August 15-29, or 

August 1-29.

(For those volunteering at a time other than with the main N4A group during the summer, this does not apply.)

Costs

Volunteers must be able to cover all of their costs.  We are attempting to find financial support for the volunteer projects, but we cannot guarantee how much, if any, support will be available.
Information about costs: 
· Living costs in Kigali will be around £15/$30 a day for board, breakfast and dinner. 
· Volunteers will have to fund their own lunch and water and snacks.
· N4A staff will arrange volunteers’ accommodation. We ask for a flat fee that includes board, breakfast and dinner. Accommodation and 2 meals will be pre-paid, thus if meals are skipped the cost cannot be reimbursed.

· Volunteers will be staying at the Ligue Guesthouse, 7 minutes walk from the Learning Centre at Solace Ministries, in Kacyiru, Kigali.  The Ligue which is clean, safe, and comfortable.  Breakfast and dinner will be eaten there, where they serve many familiar/Western dishes, as well as more local fare.  
· If you wish to travel outside of Kigali to do sightseeing, etc., this would cost extra.  For example, renting a car for about five people for a day costs about $100 total.  
· Additionally, taxis cost about £4/5 or $8/10 per trip anywhere within Kigali.  
· If you are volunteering in Musanze, volunteers will be staying with our partner, Elie Nduwayesu in purpose-built accommodation. Full board and 3 meals a day (not incl. drinking water) will cost around £11/$22 a day. 

· N4A will arrange transportation when it is a group event and will let you know the cost for pre-arranged transportation.
N.B. Due to the continuing rise of prices for food and fuel, costs are an estimate and may rise by summer 2009.
Health

You should be in good health when travelling to Rwanda.  Additionally, volunteers are responsible for seeking medical advice ensuring that all the necessary medical precautions, (vaccinations) are taken for travelling to Rwanda.  Proof of yellow fever vaccination is mandatory.  Malaria pills are recommended.  However, again, determining such information is the responsibility of individual volunteers.  Please consult both your doctor and the relevant information provided by your government.

For example:

US: http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1007.html
UK: http://www.fco.gov.uk/servlet/Front?pagename=OpenMarket/Xcelerate/ShowPage&c=Page&cid=1007029390590&a=KCountryAdvice&aid=1013618386388
General information: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/rw.html
Enquiries and essays should be sent to Sophie (sophie@network4africa.org)

Thank you again for your interest in volunteering with N4A projects. We hope you are inspired to volunteer and are looking forward to hearing from you soon, 
Best wishes,

The Network for Africa Team

Sophie McCann, Project Coordinator and Team Leader

Roz Gater, Head Team Leader

Becky Tinsley, Director
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