 
Volunteer Newsletter - 2008 Projects

March Update

You will find below updated information about our projects, volunteer opportunities, and the application process.  Please do read the newsletter carefully and contact Roz (rozgater@hotmail.com) with any questions that are not already covered by the below information.  In particular, note the section, “Further obligations”; it includes information such as the dates that volunteers are required to be in Rwanda for the summer. 
2008 Projects

In the summer of 2007, N4A volunteers ran a successful English literacy course in Kigali with our Rwandan partners, Solace Ministries. We will be repeating this literacy course in the summer of 2008. We also ran a pilot scheme in 2007 to teach business and enterprise skills to students at a school in Kigali, and we hope to replicate this course elsewhere in Kigali and surrounding areas in 2008. 

Additionally, last year N4A created the Learning Centre (LC), which includes a library, at Solace Ministries. If you intend to visit Rwanda in 2008, but cannot join our team during the summer, you can volunteer at the LC, where you may be used for teaching English.

Volunteer Opportunities

Teachers
Teaching experience is preferred. We suggest you gain experience by teaching as a volunteer where you live and/or completing a Teaching English as a Foreign Language (for UK volunteers) or Teaching English as a Second Language (for US volunteers) course.  Use the internet to find more information about TEFL/TESL courses in your area or contact Roz if you need help finding appropriate courses.

Businesspersons/ university students studying business

In addition to teachers, volunteers with business training are needed for the business and enterprise project. 

Teaching assistants

Volunteers with no teaching or business training may qualify as teaching assistants.

If you are unsure where you fit in, contact Roz.

Volunteer Application Process

N4A enforces requirements for volunteers wishing to participate in our Rwanda projects, in order to ensure that the goals of each project have the best chance of being achieved and that the well-being of all participants is considered.

Volunteer requirements include but are not limited to demonstrations of the following:

· competency of the English language in spoken and written form.

· ability to engage in interpersonal exchanges and conversations. 

· initiative and independent thought necessary to cope with cultural differences and schedule and plan changes that arise due to operating in a different culture.

· knowledge of and/or willingness to acquire knowledge of the recent history and culture of Rwanda, in particular the 1994 genocide, and a sensitivity to the lingering consequences of the genocide in Rwanda.

· To ensure that these requirements are met by every volunteer, N4A has established an

application process for 2008 projects.
Application Phase One

Read Philip Gourevitch’s book, We wish to inform you that tomorrow we will be killed with our families.

Write an essay of 650-850 words answering the question, “What caused the 1994 genocide in Rwanda?”, which must be submitted to Roz.  
Application Phase Two

Applicants will be notified as to whether they successfully passed the first phase.  Successful applicants will be invited for an interview, either in person or over the phone.
Successfully completing the interview is the final step of applying to be an N4A volunteer.  Applicants will be notified of their results and will then be asked to make a final decision as to their commitment to volunteering in the summer.  Note: Volunteers who will be in Rwanda at a time other than with the main N4A team are still required to complete phase one and may be asked for a phone interview, as well.
· Further obligations
Preparation
In addition to Gourevitch’s book, other materials should be utilised to prepare you for volunteering in Rwanda. It is insulting to Rwandans to arrive in their country with only a sketchy knowledge of their history, society and current situation. 

Recommended resources include: 

Romeo Dallaire, Shake Hands with the Devil
Linda Melvern (various titles – Melvern is the West’s foremost expert on the genocide)

Hotel Rwanda

Shooting Dogs

Sometimes in April 
Time commitment
For summer volunteers, a time commitment of either two or four weeks is required.  
Volunteers can choose to participate during the following dates:

August 2-16, 

August 16-30, or 

August 2-30.

For those volunteering at a time other than with the main N4A group during the summer, this does not apply.
Costs
You must be able to cover all of your costs.  We are attempting to find financial support for the volunteer projects, but we cannot guarantee how much, if any, support will be available.

Information about costs (note the more precise estimate of $46/day, instead of the $40-45 that had been estimated previously):
Living costs in Rwanda will be about $46 a day for board & food ($20 for a shared room + $21 for three meals + at least $5 for bottled water).  If you wish to travel outside of Kigali to do sightseeing, etc., this would cost extra.  For example, renting a car for about five people for a day costs about $100 total.  Additionally, taxis within Kigali cost about $4-5 per trip, anywhere within Kigali.  Taxis would need to be taken if you want, for instance, to go to a market or restaurant during your free time.

N4A will arrange your housing, which is most likely to be at Solace Ministries, in Kacyiru, Kigali.  We have been working with and staying at Solace for a number of years now.  Their hotel is inexpensive but clean, safe, and comfortable.  We will arrange for you to have three meals a day there, and their food is excellent, with many familiar/Western dishes, as well as more local fare.  N4A will arrange transportation when it is a group event.  We will let you know the cost for pre-arranged transportation.

Health
You should be in good health.  Additionally, you are responsible for speaking with your doctor and ensuring that you have all the necessary medical precautions for travelling to Rwanda.  You are responsible for determining what these requirements are; proof of yellow fever vaccination is mandatory.  Malaria pills are recommended.  However, again, determining such information is your responsibility.  Please consult both your doctor and the relevant information provided by your government.

For example:

US: http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/cis_1007.html
UK: http://www.fco.gov.uk/servlet/Front?pagename=OpenMarket/Xcelerate/ShowPage&c=Page&cid=1007029390590&a=KCountryAdvice&aid=1013618386388
General information: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/rw.html
Thank you again for your interest in volunteering with N4A projects. Enquiries and essays should be sent to Roz (rozgater@hotmail.com)

Best wishes,

The Network for Africa Projects Team

Roz Gater, head team leader

Sophie McCann, team leader

Becky Tinsley, director
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